
he next generationof construc-
tion crafrworkersis getting an
early start on its training. About
280 high school studentsare

studyinghistory,math,computerscience,
bricklaying andblueprint readingat the
first charterschoolin thecountry desot-

edto constrnctioneducation—TheCon-
structionCareersCentcrin St.Louis,Mo.

Theschool,locatedin thecity~sdoxsn-
town xs ith the (~atexsar krch visible in

thebackground,openedits doorsin 2001
to a freshmanclassof about50 box’s and
girls. Next yearthosestudents,now jun-

iors, still be thefirst graduanogclassof
the programcharteredby the St. Louis
Public Schoolsandthebrainchild of the
AssociatedGeneralContractorsof St.
Louis (ENR 1/22/2001plI).

The schoolworks closelyxs ith the
local constructioncommunity. Private
companies,unions a,id industry Lrade
groupsaretheguardianangelswhocol-
lectix ely renovatedtheschoolbuilding
andserveasmentorsandadvisors.

In threeyearsthestudentbody has
groun to includea sophomoreclassof
about100studentsandafreshmanclass
of 130. About 87% of thestudentsare
boysand13>aregirls, saysLanetteM.
Meyer, the school administrator.The

schoolaims to preparestudentstor entry
into a constructionapprenticeshiptrain-
ingprogramor for highereducation.

Renovationof thethree-storyschool
was completedthis rear. In January,the

school formally openedthedoorsof a
new shop facility, It includeswork sta-
tions where first-searstudentsperfect
basic skills in numerousconstruction
craftssuchas bricklaying,welding, elec-
trical wiring, carpentry’and dryssall in-
stallation. Sophomoreslearn blueprint
readingand estimatingandjuniors ex-
plore more advancedconstructiontech-
niquesandtechnology,

Constructionthemesarewoveninto
math, scienceand history’ lessons.The
curriculum also includesfield trips to

local constructionsitesfor olderstudents.
In a recentAmericanhistory class,

studentshad an impromptu lessonin
governmentfrom aguestinstructor,John
W Snow,U.S. TreasurySecretary.Snow
addedhis autographto dollar bills for

eachstudent,allowing comparisonswith
his imprintedsignaturethatindicatesthe
currency is legaltender.

The PlumbingIndustryCouncil and
plumbersand pipefltters~ union Local
562 recentlysponsoreda three-weekpro-
gramthatincludedclassroomandhands-

on lessonsin commercialandresidendal
plumbing and pipefitting. Meyer hopes
other crafts will offer similar programs.
“You seethelight turn on when theyget
thetoolsin their hands,”shesays.

Despite the schooLsindustry ties,
graduatesarenor guaranteedadmission
to an apprenticeshipprogram.Many
tradeshavemore applicantsthan avail-
ablespacesandadmissionstandardsare
high. Studentsbelowa certainskill level
in readingand math are not accepted.
say’sTom Ostermey’er,coordinatorof the

St. Louis CementMasonsJoint ½-
prenticeshipCommittee.Teachersfo-
cus on thoseskill levelsand other life

lessons.
KennethGibbs, 14, sayshebecame

interestedin a constructioncareerbe-
causehis grandfatheruasanironuork-
er on the Arch. Howexer, Gibbs plans
to be a bricklayer. Although 16-year-

old Le’Xshiey Bledsoelikes roofing,the
plansto attendcollegeand study esti

mating..
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~tHandson. In newshopfacility, studentslearn
basic construction skills, including wiring.

ray uay. ~snowgives iecmure on government.
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